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Introduction

What do geophysicists, geologists and geotechnical pro-
fessionals all have in common? (No, this is not the start of a 
bad joke.) They all sit on the board or council of the 
Canadian Federation of Earth Sciences (CFES), an umbrella 
organization of Canadian earth science societies. Thirteen 
technical and professional societies (Figure 1) comprise 
CFES and, along with seven observer organizations (Table 
1), come together to address common issues and to further 
geoscience in Canada.
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In 2006, the CFES was the name given to a new organ-
ization that replaced the former Canadian Geoscience 
Council (CGC) which had been formed in 1972. Over 
time, the original concept and mandate of the CGC 
appeared to be going the way of the dinosaur and 
several of the original member societies withdrew from 
the organization. As a result, the various subdisciplines of 
earth science were becoming increasingly isolated from each 
other. With renewed vitality and leadership, CFES aimed to 
change that path and work toward becoming a unified voice 
for earth science in Canada by reuniting the isolated 
earth science sectors and improving communication among 
them. Many of the original member organizations of CGC 
remained dedicated to this goal and rejoined the organ-
ization, with each member society having a direct voice 
through its representative on the CFES Council.

The Canadian Federation of Earth Sciences (CFES) is funded, in part, by a small contribution from your Atlantic 
Geoscience Society’s (AGS) membership fees. This article provides a bit of information on what CFES is, what it does, 
and how AGS and its members benefit.

Figure 1. CFES member societies.

Table 1. CFES observer organizations.

In 2010, AGS was approached by the Managing Director of 
CFES, Elisabeth Kosters, to join the organization. By 2012 
she had relinquished her CFES Director role, became 
President of AGS (2012) and hence was the first 
representative of AGS on CFES. At that time, AGS had the 
distinction of being the only regional society to be part of 
CFES, a distinction which is still the case. In 2013 Elisabeth 
stepped aside and AGS nominated Chris White to serve as 
the representative to CFES. He still holds that position and 
as such is currently one of the longest serving representa-
tives of any member organization in CFES.

AGS has been a strong, long-time contributor to the CFES. 
Over the years (2013–2019), AGS members Scott Swinden 
and Sandra Barr served consecutive terms as CFES 
President-Elect, President, and Past-President and during 
part of this time another AGS member, Mike Cherry, served 
as Secretary. Two other AGS members, Robert Fensome (as 
chair) and Graham Williams, sat on the Editorial Board for 
the preparation and publication in 2014 of the CFES book 
Four Billion Years and Counting. Many other members were 
also involved in the production of this book.
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• provide a coordinating role and common voice for
member societies and for the earth science community
in Canada

• coordinate public policy advocacy on behalf of earth
science in Canada

• facilitate public awareness of earth science and earth
science literacy

• represent and promote Canadian earth science
internationally

• provide service to member societies in particular, and to
the earth science community in general

• coordinate support for professional and academic
organizations in Canada

These objectives lead to a series of initiatives and goals that 
are outlined in a 3-year rolling plan. At any time, member 
societies can bring forward ideas and initiatives to CFES.

All CFES initiatives are carried out by working committees 
and task forces. Many projects are currently in progress, 
including: (1) summarizing the recent CFES statement on 
climate change; (2) refreshing the CFES website with a 
focus on careers in geoscience; and (3) revitalizing the effort 
to establish a Canada Prize in Earth and Environmental 
Science. CFES is in a unique position to coordinate over-
lapping efforts amongst member societies to maximize 
efficiency and effect.

Nationally, CFES works towards and supports initiatives 
benefitting the geoscience community and the public. In 
2022, “Geoscientists in Canadian National Parks”, an 
innovative  collaborative  project  between  CFES  and  Parks

Canada, was unveiled at Pukaskwa National Park (along the 
eastern shore of Lake Superior), and a continuation of the 
project is planned for 2023.

Advocacy for the importance of earth science to all Canadians 
is undertaken through CFES membership in the Ottawa-
based “Partnership Group for Science and Engineer-
ing” (PAGSE). This group informs Parliamentarians, 
decision makers and other federal leaders on the importance 
and significance of Canadian research and innovation to 
economic development, and to society as a whole. PAGSE 
talks presented on behalf of CFES include “On the path to a 
net-zero carbon economy: carbon capture, utilization and 
storage” by CSEG member Don Lawton and “Metals and 
sustainability – Earth’s odd couple” by John Thompson.

Important to many member societies, education advocacy is 
provided by the Canadian Geoscience Education Network 
(CGEN), the education arm of CFES. CGEN has a national 
network of volunteers that focuses on increasing public 
awareness of geoscience and increasing science literacy. 
Recently, CGEN published an Educational Outreach and 
Public Engagement Guidebook (in both English and French) 
that can be freely downloaded from the CFES website.

CFES and CGEN are working together to refresh the 
earthsciencescanada.com Careers Website, initially built in 
2009 during the International Year of Planet Earth. CFES is 
looking for Canadian Geoscientists to provide some insight 
into the jobs you do to show young people the breadth and 
variety of jobs available to folks who study geoscience.

You can help us create Canadian content by filling in the 
following questionnaire, telling us about your Earth Science 
job and your experience as an Earth Scientist. CFES plan 
to include collected answers, including quotes as test-
imonials, on our “What’s It Like?” page so that young people 
can get a sense of what working as an Earth Scientist is really 
like from real people.  The website is aimed at high school 
students, teachers/guidance counsellors and parents. 
Please consider this as you formulate your response, 
especially for using technical  terms, jargon, etc. Visit the 
link https://careers.earthsciencescanada.com/questionnaire/ 
or scan the QR code (Figure 2) to get involved.

Another AGS member, John Calder, was part of a 
committee set up by CFES to devise a climate change 
document, and was a co-author on the resulting Scientific 
Statement on Climate Change – Its Impacts in Canada, 
and the Critical Role of Earth Scientists in Mitigation and 
Adaptation, published by CFES in 2021. Several other 
AGS members contributed comments on the earlier 
version of the report. More recently, Lynn Dafoe is 
representing AGS on the IGC 2028 Bid Investigation 
Committee that has been charged by CFES to investigate 
whether Canada has the capacity and willingness to 
put forward a bid to host the 2028 International 
Geological Congress. Also of note is that Paul Williams, the 
individual on whom the rationale for the CFES Mentorship 
Award is based and the first winner of the award in 
2009, is an AGS member. Subsequently other AGS 
members have also received the medal, including 
Georgia Pe-Piper (2019), Sandra Barr (2021), and 
Brendan Murphy (2023).

Mission and Programs

The CFES mission is to be the coordinated voice of Canada’s 
earth science community and to ensure that decision 
makers and the public understand the contributions of earth 
science to Canadian society and its economy. Six strategic 
objectives guide the work of CFES.
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Figure 2. Help CFES create content for the upgraded 
geoscience careers website.

Two important publications that involved CFES are: Four 
Billion Years and Counting – Canada’s Geological Heritage 
(www.fbycbook.com) and Geoscience and Canada - Under-
standing our Earth: The vital role of Canada's geoscientists 
(Figure 3). Both were written for a general audience and 
much of the material can be downloaded, in both English 
and French, freely from either the CFES or CGEN websites.
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CFES and AGS

Being an active CFES member society sends a strong 
message that AGS is fully invested in the spectrum of 
Canadian earth science issues and opportunities. CFES is 
what the member societies make of it, and AGS is a strong 
participant.

Chris attended his first CFES Council and Annual General 
Meeting in Ottawa in November 2013. After a meeting in 
Calgary in 2014, it was established beginning in 2015 that 
Ottawa would serve as CFES headquarters as it is a more 
central location for member organization representatives 
traveling from eastern, western, and northern Canada. Up to 
the pandemic restrictions, Chris attended in person every 
meeting but now meetings are held virtually for most 
member organization while the Executive Council gathers 
in Ottawa.

Our involvement with CFES allowed members of AGS free 
access to “Geologize – Practical Geocommunication”, a 
course to better communicate geoscience to the public. AGS 
members can still access the course at https://
training.geologize.org/courses/gc, courtesy of Geoscientists 
Canada. Members also have the opportunity to contribute to 
CFES publications such as the recent Climate Change paper 
published in Geoscience Canada.

As noted above, many AGS members have been active 
participants in the CFES since its conception and we remain 
active in the organization. We believe that this relationship is 
important because of our shared primary goal of 
communication of ideas and information about the Earth 
and earth science to the professional geoscience community, 
political decision-makers, and the general public.

If you would like to find out more about CFES, or become 
involved, please reach out to Rachel and/or Chris, or the 
CFES directly at www.cfes-fcst.ca.

Rachel Newrick
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federal, and international conferences. Chris can be reached at chris.white@acadiau.ca. Chris White

Figure 3. English and French cover images of two CFES 
general audience publications.

Internationally, CFES interacts with the International 
Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) both as an affiliate 
member, and on the Canadian National Committee (CNC-
IUGS). CFES has also been key to the development of 
Canadian Geoparks that form part of the UNESCO Global 
Geoparks Network.
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