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PRESIDENT’S FORUM

By the time this newsletter hits the e-universe my summer conference season will

be over. At last, no more trying to remember “Did I did write or say the correct

acronym?” GAC-MAC-CSPG-CSSS (hosted by AGS) was quite a mouthful!  No

more confusion between the Halifax event and the concurrent CSEG and

subsequent AAPG (hosted by CSPG) in Calgary.  And (thankfully), the PRAC-

NBDNR-hosted workshop on co-operation in petroleum research has been put

back to late September.

My personal thanks goes out to all involved in the organization of GAC-

MAC-CSPG -CSSS (and particularly the attendees and my co-leader on the

Moncton–Fundy Basin field excursion).  I found the week to be intellectually

rewarding and stimulating. Better, everyone with whom I have spoken considered

the conference a great success. I understand that the final number of registrants

topped 1000.

For some light-hearted summer commentary I’d like to move on from

acronyms to adverbs and, in particular, to those words used as 'connectives' at the

start of sentences. Rightly, my old PhD supervisor Ron Pickerill, and my

colleague Steve Donovan, are always having a dig at me for my liberal use of the

word "basically" in conversation and, specifically, scientific talks. Really and

truly, I was an "actually" person until I met my wife, for "basically" is her

superfluous word. Oddly, my 8 year old son "practically" starts every other

sentence with his favourite. Additionally, there is an "l" and a "y" near the end of

my surname. Consequently, is it all merely a family affliction? Unfortunately, I

think this verbal disease is more widespread.

When I was a post-doc over in Britain, one of the professors had a habit

of over-using a connective. The morning before one of his lunch-time talks, grad-

students were running around the department holding a sweepstakes: how many

times would he use the word in a thirty minute talk? Throughout the talk, subdued

groans could be heard from different points around the lecture theatre as the

number climbed beyond what each person had bet. The final total was somewhere

in the forties.

Irritatingly, the words that I personally find intrude into talks, and

certainly into the papers that I am reviewing, are "clearly"  and "obviously". A

vaguely documented or illustrated trend becomes "clearly" the most significant

aspect of the researcher's thesis. After a highly convoluted  discussion, typically in

one paragraph that extends over two or three manuscript pages, the conclusion is

"obviously"  important. Alternatively, to other researchers, having to explain

anything apparently is a waste of their time and energy. Simply, the result just has

to be "clearly obvious" to the reader.

Accordingly, here is a deal.  I'll continue to work on my fundamental

affliction if others will work on their clarity affliction.

Dave Keighley

Keig@unb.ca

__________________________________________________

mailto:John.Shimeld@nrcan.gc.ca
mailto:keig@unb.ca
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COMMENDABLE EFFORTS

RECENT AWARDS TO STUDENTS IN THE
ATLANTIC REGION

Cameron Bartsch (M.Sc., Acadia University) was presented

with the Jerome Remick Bronze Award from the Geological

Association of Canada for his poster entitled “Bedrock

geology and tectonic implications of the southern New River

terrane, southern New Brunswick.” Sandra Barr was co-author

and thesis supervisor. The purpose of the Remick Poster

Awards is to acknowledge the growing use of posters as a

legitimate  geoscience communication vehicle, and to

encourage higher standards.

The Léopold Gélinas Medal is awarded annually by

the Volcanology and Igneous Petrology Division of the GAC

for the most outstanding theses, written by Canadians or

submitted to Canadian universities, which comprise material at

least 50% related to volcanology and igneous petrology. A

gold (plated) medal is awarded for the best Ph.D. thesis, a

silver medal for the best M.Sc. thesis and an antique copper

medal for the best B .Sc. thesis. Christopher Hamilton of

Dalhousie  University was awarded the copper medal for his

B.Sc. thesis entitled “Ice-Contact Volcanism in the V ifilsfell

Region, Southwest Iceland.” His supervisor was Barry Clark.

The GAC Geophysics Division award for best student

oral or poster presentation was given to Steven Ings (Ph.D.

candidate, Dalhousie University). Steven’s talk was entitled

“Salt Tectonics at passive continental margins: Results from

margin-scale numerical models and a case study application

from the northeast Nova Scotia margin.” Co-authors were

Chris Beaumont, John Shimeld, and Lykke Gemmer.

Robert Richard (B.Sc., University of New

Brunswick) won the Canadian Institute of Mining, Metallurgy

and Petroleum Emerald Student Poster Award at the CIM

annual general meeting in Toronto. Rob d id his undergraduate

thesis on gold mineralization at the Cape Spencer deposit in

southern NB with David Lentz.

**********

GEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
AWARDS W.W. HUTCHINSON MEDAL TO
DR. ALAN ANDERSON

The W.W. Hutchison Medal is awarded by the GAC to a

young individual for recent exceptional advances in Canadian

earth science research. The 2005 medal recipient is Dr. Alan

Anderson of  St. Francis Xavier University in recognition of 

research on fluids in the crust and their role in processes such

as mineral formation and dissolution. Dr. Anderson’s use of

synchrotron radiation to study hydrothermal minerals has

gained him international recognition in the discipline of

mineralogy.

**********

CAREER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD GIVEN
TO DR. JAROSLAV DOSTAL BY
GEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA

The Volcanology and Igneous Petrology Division of the GAC

gives this award  in recognition of career achievements in the

field of volcanology and/or igneous petrology. Candidates are 

judged on the basis of their lifetime scientific contribution.

The recipient for 2005 is Dr. Jaroslav Dostal of  Saint Mary's

University

**********

DR. STEVEN MCCUTCHEON AWARDED
CANADIAN INSTITUTE OF MINING,
METALLURGY AND PETROLEUM
FELLOWSHIP

The CIM  Fellowship recognizes members who have

distinguished themselves through outstanding contributions to

the mining, metallurgical and petroleum industries. Dr. Steven

McCutcheon (NB Department of Natural Resources and

Adjunct Professor at the University of New Brunswick) was

recently awarded this prestigious fellowship.

**********

DR. ROBERT RAESIDE RECEIVES
LEONARD G. BERRY MEDAL FROM
MINERALOGICAL ASSOCIATION OF
CANADA

At the MAC Luncheon on May 17th, Dr. Robert Raeside of

Acadia University was awarded the Leonard G. Berry Medal

by the MAC in recognition of his services as editor of the

association's highly successful short course  publication series. 

He has now been editor of this series for six years, this year

completing a 298-page volume on “Mercury: Sources,

Measurements, Cycles and Effects,” and now working on a

400-page volume on “Exploration for Platinum-group Element

Deposits.”

**********

DR. ERWIN ZODROW INDUCTED TO THE
DISCOVERY CENTRE HALL OF FAME

The Discovery Centre Awards Gala attracted more than 450

people to honour the exceptional achievements of Nova

Scotians in the fields of science and technology. During the

gala, Dr. Erwin Zodrow , professor emeritus of geology at

Cape Breton University, was inducted to the Discovery Centre

Hall of Fame for his lifetime of work in palaeobotany.

**********



3

Mike Parkhill

NEW BRUNSWICK PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATION SUPPORTS MINING AND
MINERALS INTERPRETATION CENTRE

The Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists
of New Brunswick recently donated $500 to the New
Brunswick Mining and M inerals Interpretation Centre (Centre
d’Interpretation des Mines et Minerais du Nouveau-
Brunswick) in Petit Rocher. In the photograph above, Michael
Parkhill, P.Geo. (left) of the New Brunswick Department of
Natural Resources presents a cheque for $500 on behalf of
APEGNB to Ron LeBlanc (right) from the Mining and
Mineral Interpretation Centre. The money will go towards the
purchase and mounting of display material. Photos by Mike
Parkhill.

Michael Parkhill
Michael.Parkhill@gnb.ca

__________________________________________________

HALIFAX 2005

CONFERENCE REPORT

Five years of planning came to fruition at Dalhousie University

in early M ay when Halifax 2005 was finally held . The Atlantic

Geoscience Society served as host for this joint meeting of the

Geological Association of Canada, Mineralogical Association

of Canada, Canadian Society of Petroleum Geologists, and

Canadian Society of Soil Science.  The conference theme was

“Building Bridges”, which symbolized efforts by the

organizing committee to develop a technical program and

other events that would bridge communications gaps between

disciplines within geoscience and between geoscientists and

the world in which they live and work.

Technical Program

The principal measure of the success of any scientific meeting

like Halifax 2005 is the quality of its technical program.

Judging by the comments of delegates to members of the

organizing committee, the quality the Halifax 2005 technical

program, which was developed by a group led by Chris White,

far exceeded the norm. During three days of morning and

afternoon sessions, delegates could choose among 572 oral

presentations (165 in 5 symposia, 325 in 23 special sessions

and 82 in 7 general sessions) and 151 posters. Oral

presentations were made in 14 simultaneous sessions, which

made it impossible to avoid some overlaps in delegates’

interests. Poster sessions were operated late on each afternoon,

in conjunction with a trade show and a very welcome bar.

Highlights of the technical program include: the

North Atlantic Minerals Symposium, which drew papers and

participants from across Canada and from Europe; a 50th

anniversary symposium sponsored by the Mineralogical

Association of Canada; a symposium to honour the career of

Herb Helmstaedt, who got his start in Canadian geology here

in the Maritimes when he completed his Ph.D. at UNB; and a

CSPG symposium entitled “Petroleum Systems of the Arctic

and Atlantic Margins.” Special and general sessions spanned

all disciplines in geoscience, including several CSSS-

sponsored sessions focussing on soil science that drew people

from a wide variety of disciplines like geochemistry and

Quaternary geology. These sessions were particularly

important in achieving the goal of “building bridges” between

disciplines.

Abstracts of all oral and poster presentations are

available from the GAC, either as a printed volume or an on-

line, downloadable Adobe Acrobat document. Interested

readers should contact the GAC for information on how to

obtain abstract volumes.

Special Events

The conference started with a public forum entitled “When the

Earth Shakes” that featured a panel discussion on the Indian

Ocean tsunami disaster of December 26, 2004.  Panel

members included John Clague of Simon Fraser University,

Don Forbes of GSC-Atlantic, Jim Gorman of the New York

Times and Stephen Puddicombe of CBC. Each speaker

provided insights and perspectives into both the tsunami and

how scientists can better inform the public and governments

about natural hazards.  The forum was organized and

moderated by Emlyn Koster, a Past President of GAC and

director of the  Liberty Science Centre in N ew Jersey.

The Mineralogical Association of Canada used

Halifax 2005 as a venue to celebrate its 50th anniversary.

Celebrations included: a birthday party; a highly entertaining

plenary lecture by Ian Parsons, President of the International

Mineralogical Association, on the life of feldspars; an

exhibition of a portion of the Canadian Pinch Mineral

Collection; and a public lecture at the Nova Scotia Museum of

Natural History on “Close Encounters with Minerals” by

Andre Lalonde (University of Ottawa).

mailto:Reg.Wilson@gov.nb.ca
mailto:Reg.Wilson@gov.nb.ca
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Outreach Program

In keeping with the “Building Bridges” theme, Halifax 2005

featured an extensive outreach program organized by Jennifer

Bates. A one-day EdGEO workshop called “Geology in the

City” attracted 25 people, including teachers, museum staff,

park interpreters, tour guides, and geology buffs. Two special

outreach sessions (“Geology of Canada,” and “Outreach

experiences across Canada”) were included in the technical

program. Andre Lalonde’s public lecture, and a second one by

Godfrey Nowlan of GSC Calgary, entitled “Great Canadian

Fossils”, were also part of the outreach program. All parts of

this ambitious program were well-attended, and  participants in

the sessions went home brimming with new ideas for ways to

interest and inform the public— from children to

retirees—about geoscience.

Social Events

All work and no play makes even geologists dull, so the

organizing committee planned several events to expose

delegates to historical and geological Halifax, and  to

traditional Maritime hospitality. An ice-breaker reception on

Sunday evening allowed delegates to renew old friendships

and make new ones. The Ragged Rascals fun run through

Point Pleasant Park early on Tuesday morning, organized by

Nick Culshaw, drew 20 eager runners—some of whom were

observed stopping to take photographs of exposures of the

Meguma Group along the course! Perhaps the highlight of the

social events, however, was the Harbour Tour and Maritime

Feast on Tuesday evening. Participants were treated (and I

mean treated!) to a boat tour of Halifax harbour, complete with

narration by Gordon Fader, before disembarking for a lobster

feast. Nova Sco tia Minister of Natural Resources, the Hon.

Richard Hurlburt, was on hand to deliver a welcome from the

province to  all delegates. 

The lobsters were devoured quickly, and the quality

of the feast was best expressed by Frank Blackwood of the

Newfoundland  Geological Survey who is a fiercely patrio tic

Newfoundlander. He proclaimed the lobster to be “the best

I’ve had—better than Newfoundland.” Rare praise indeed!

Acknow ledgements

All members of the organizing committee worked hard to

ensure the success of the conference. Some deserve special

recognition for their patience and diligence in dealing with

many last minute requests (and sometimes demands) for

changes, both small and large. Scott Swinden, who was

General Chair of the  organizing committee, made sure that all

the little details were looked after, and generally did a lot of

worrying for all the other members of the committee. Sandra

Barr, who was responsible for  the field trips but also  had to  fill

an important role as GAC President, retained at least a surface

serenity and calmness throughout, and seemed to be enjoying

the meeting while under a large stress. Chris White’s technical

program was very strong, and got many accolades for both its

quality and the scheduling that maximized opportunities for

delegates to attend sessions important to them. Peter Wallace

was responsible for a registra tion desk that operated smoothly,

with a competent and friendly staff of student volunteers.

Charles Walls and Laurence Plug looked after IT services, and

did so with humour and patience. Finally, Ian Spooner

developed and shepherded the social events program—a

program that greatly enriched and supplemented the technical

program.  

The Halifax 2005 Local Organizing Committee

General Chair: Scott Swinden, NS Department of Natural

Resources

MAC Vice-Chair : Rob  Raeside, Acadia University

CSPG Vice-Chair: Grant Wach, Dalhousie University

CSSS Liason: Lisa Kellman, St. Francis Xavier University and

Dave Burton, NS Agricutural College

General Secretary: Mike MacDonald, NS Department of

Natural Resources

Finance: Pat Ryall, Dalhousie  University

Fund Raising: Nan MacDonald, Royal Bank

Registration: Peter Wallace, D alhousie University

Publicity: Mike Cherry, NS Department of Natural Resources

Accommodations: John Shimeld, GSC Atlantic

Exhibits: Jennifer Matthews, Canadian Association of

Petroleum Producers

Publications: Evelyn Inglis, GSC Atlantic

Field Trips: Sandra Barr, Acadia U niversity

Short Courses: Andrew M acRae, Saint Mary’s University

Social Events: Ian Spooner, Acadia U niversity

Technical Program: Chris White, NS Department of Natural

Resources

Technical Services: Charlie Walls and Lawrence Plug,

Dalhousie  University

AGS liaison/Outreach: Jennifer Bates, GSC Atlantic

Mike Cherry

CherryME@gov.ns.ca

**********

INTERNATIONAL GEOSCIENCE
CORRELATION PROJECT SPONSORS TWO
SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS AND FIELD TRIP

The International Geoscience Correlation Project 502

(IGCP-502) has 140 participating scientists from 25  countries.

The purpose of IGCP-502 is to compare and contrast the

world’s major volcanic-hosted massive sulfide (VM S) mining

districts in order to gain a better understanding of how, where,

and why ores formed in order to improve exploration

techniques to find new deposits. Along with the Mineral

Deposits Division of the GAC (MDD) the IGCP-502

co-sponsored two scientific sessions at the Halifax 2005

conference: 1) a general economic geology session, and 2) the

North American Minerals Symposium (NAMS) session on

VM S deposits, entitled “From M agmas to M assive Sulfides 

mailto:CherryME@gov.ns.ca


5

photo courtesy of Jim Walker

photo courtesy of Jim Walker

photo courtesy of Jim Walker

the Global View.” These well-attended sessions provided a

global perspective of VMS deposits in addition to specific

information regarding the Bathurst Mining Camp.

Following the conference 30 scientists from 13

countries participated in a field trip to the Bathurst Mining

Camp co-sponsored by Noranda Ltd., IGCP-502, and MDD.

The field trip leaders were: Steve McCutcheon and Jim

Walker (NB Department of Natural Resources); Pierre

Bernard (Brunswick Mining and Smelting Corporation); David

Lentz, Warna Downey, and Sean McClenaghan (University of

New Brunswick); and Cees van Staal (GSC-Ottawa).

Despite rather extreme spring weather, the 5-day field

workshop was very successful. Participants were treated to a

selection of the geology, mines, and hospitality of the Bathurst

region. Highlights of the trip included a comprehensive

underground tour of the Brunswick No. 12 mine (operated by

Noranda Inc.) and trips to past producing sulfide deposits

including Restigouche, Caribou, Wedge, and Brunswick No. 6.

Participants also visited the Brunswick Horizon iron formation

exposed at the Austin Brook mine. One morning was spent

examining representative drill cores from 10 other VMS

deposits in the Bathurst Mining Camp.

 During the evenings, the field trip leaders and field

trip participants gave presentations on a variety of topics

including the tectonic evolution of the Appalachian province

in eastern Canada, the geology and alteration patterns of VMS

deposits in  the Bathurst Camp, and the geology of VMS

deposits in Morocco. One social evening included a lobster

supper and was a great success.

Jim Walker

Jim.Walker@gnb.ca

_______________________________________________

REGIONAL NEWS & UPDATES

FUNDY GEOLOGICAL MUSEUM

As we begin our 12th year of operation the museum is

preparing to greet the 250,000th visitor. The 2005 season is

showing promise for increased site usage. The overnight

school program draws students from around the province and

teachers are already placing their bookings for April–June,

2006. 

Details on summer programs, including “Dino Daze”

in July and the “Time Travel Curatorial Walks”, are posted on

the museum's website (fundygeo.museum.gov.ns.ca) or call

1-866-856-DINO. The museum website is being revised and

will soon provide visitors with an opportunity to view various

items available in the museum gift shop.

After a lull in our Elderhostel “Geological Safari”

over the past two summers we have had a significant response

to the program this year. Our June session will have over 26

participants, and 23 individuals have registered for the fall

session. The Elderhostel helps the museum develop numerous

regional partnerships. The program will begin in Halifax and

the groups will travel to a number of other local attractions and

geological sections throughout northwestern Nova Scotia.

Staff members and volunteers are preparing for the

40 th Anniversary of the Nova Scotia Gem and Mineral Show.

This year the event is dedicated to Marilyn Smith who passed

away last November. Marilyn helped coordinate the Gem and

Mineral Show during its early years and, as museum Education

Officer, fostered its growth over the past twelve years. If you

would like to share your memories of past shows or have any

memorabilia (pins, posters, photographs) please contact Carol

Corbett, coordinator of the 2005 show.

mailto:rfensome@nrcan.gc.ca
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Marilyn Smith in the gift shop of the Fundy Geological

Museum. Marilyn passed  away in November, 2004 . Photo

courtesy of Pat Welton.

The museum has renamed the Dr. Abraham Gesner

Internship in honour of Marilyn. The Marilyn Smith Internship

is awarded to a Parrsboro highschool Grade 11 or 12 student

who has a demonstrated interest in pursuing in earth science or

another scientific discipline. The $2000, two-month work

placement is either in the fossil preparation laboratory or with

the programming group of the museum. Currently the

internship is funded through our operating budget. An

education fund was set up last fall in Marilyn's memory to

support programming activities at the Museum. Any one

wishing to contribute to this fund can contact either Ken

Adams or Rose MacAloney for further information.

The preparation of fossil material collected during

“Prosauropod Dinosaur Dig 2004” will continue throughout

the summer. Financial assistance was obtained from Heritage

Canada, through the Young Canada Works in Heritage

Institutions Program. Human Reource and Skills Development

Canada provided funding for three  students who will assist

Lab Manager Kathy Goodwin and  will also help with public

programming. As a result of the Halifax 2005 conference we

had a number of visitors, including Paul Olsen and Tim Fedak.

They both will be returning as part of the upcoming

paleontological program called “Project Prosaruopod” 

(museum.gov.ns.ca/fgm/lab/lab.html).

We eagerly await publication of the new geological

highway map. This invaluable resource was a “must buy” for

many of our visitors.

Ken Adams

AdamsKD@gov.ns.ca

**********

ACADIA UNIVERSITY

The focus in the Geology Department at Acadia in the past few

weeks has been preparation for the Halifax 2005 conference. 

However, we did find time to get a sizeable contingent of

students to the stage of graduation. At convocation on May 16,

University Marshall (and Geology Department Head) Rob

Raeside announced the awarding of two M Sc degrees in

Geology (Cameron Bartsch and Russel Hiebert), three B.Sc.

honours degrees (Jeffrey Bigelow, Robert Lodge, and Patrick

Moran), and thirteen regular B.Sc. degrees. In addition, two of

the five honours degrees in environmental science had a

geology focus in their theses. Hence we are  doing our part to

offset the shortage of highly qualified  personnel in the earth

sciences!

The annual end-of-term field trip for the third-year

geology students to admire the metamorphic and igneous rocks

of the Shelburne–Yarmouth area was led again by Alan

Macdonald. An added attraction this year was the field of

whirling windmills at Pubnico Point.  

As usual, the second year geology class participated

in the annual field school, coordinated by David M cMullin,

from April 27 to May 7. The first half was done in the

Wolfville area, based at Acadia, and the second half in the

Antigonish area, where participants were able to enjoy the

excellent facilities in the new science building. Rob Raeside

and David M cMullin run the Antigonish-based part of the field

school.

Cliff Stanley was in Chile in early May, where he

consulted with mining geologists in La Serena, and came back

full of project ideas from another continent. He particularly

appreciated the ability to work in the mountainous desert (flash

floods permitting) and staying in an adjacent time zone, in

contrast to his annual ventures to Western Australia, where the

rocks are buried and 12 hours away. Cliff Stanley is on

sabbatical leave in 2005-2006, and he and his family will leave

for Australia in early July. We all wish him a productive and

enjoyable year.   

The Halifax 2005 conference in mid-M ay and its

associated field  trips, short courses, and other events passed in

a blur o f activity. Ian Spooner did an exemplary job in

coordinating social events and luncheons, and Rob Raeside

kept a watchful eye on the Pinch mineral collection.  He was

no doubt relieved to watch it being loaded on the moving van

on the evening of May 18th.  However, there is no doubt that

the presence of those beautiful specimens added a nice touch

to the meeting. Thanks to MAC for covering the costs of

making them availab le for display. 

Sandra Barr did  her final duties as GAC president,

and gratefully handed over the reins to the new president,

David Piper. Other Acadia faculty and students were also

much in evidence at the conference as volunteers and

presenters. By all accounts, they had a great time.

Sandra Barr

Sandra.Barr@acadiau.ca

**********

mailto:Sandra.Barr@acadiau.ca
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UNIVERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK

This term we were pleased to graduate three students who

successfully defended theses. Xueming Yang (presently with

INCO) defended his Ph.D. thesis entitled “Petrogenesis of

granitic intrusive systems associated with gold-bearing

tungsten-molybdenum-bismuth-tin mineraliza tion in

southwestern New Brunswick, Canadian Appalachians.” The

thesis work was supervised by David Lentz. Kathleen (Kay)

(Muir) Thorne (presently with the NB Department of Natural

Resources) defended a Ph.D. thesis entitled “Intrusion-Related

Gold Deposits, Clarence Stream Property, NB” and was also

supervised by David Lentz. Gina Giudice, who works for the

NB Department of Environment and Local Government,

defended her M.Sc. thesis on “Glacial History and Engineering

Relevance of Surficial Deposits in the Fredericton Junction

Area”. W e have quite a few more students who are very close

to defending, so it will be a busy summer.

David Lentz was named as Co-Director (Program

Review) of the NSERC Atlantic CRYST AL with Karen

Sullenger (Director) as his UNB Science Faculty

representative. W ith other AGS and Science East

representatives, this NSERC CRYSTAL looks at the

effectiveness and forms of informal science learning, such as

the various outreach activities for which AGS and Science

East volunteers are famous. The program indirectly supports

those outreach programs, but is targeted towards Faculty of

Education-based research at UNB, the universities of

Moncton, Mount Allison, and St. Francis Xavier, and at the

NB Comunity College. It is only one of five CRYSTAL

programs awarded across Canada.

Dr. Sassan Liaghat, Associate Professor, Department

of Earth Sciences, Shiraz University in Iran, has been a visiting

scientist with David Lentz since September 2004. His recent

work focuses on fluid inclusion and stable isotope (S, O,

H) geochemistry of the Darreh-Zereshk and Ali-Abad

porphyry copper deposits in central Iran.

UNB  & NB Department of Natural Resources

(Minerals) partnered up this year for the Royal York

hospitality suite during the very successful Prospectors and

Developers Association of Canada annual convention. It was

great to  see so many friends drop by to reminisce  about old

times.

Supported by his international Humbolt Award, Cliff

Shaw is in Germany now for the next 6 months doing both

field work and some laboratory research with his

undergraduate thesis student (Nesha Trenholm); I know he

misses us!

Dave Lentz

DLentz@unb.ca

*********

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CANADA
(ATLANTIC)

Many staff at GSC-Atlantic pack their boots and G ravol at this

time of year, and head out to sea. There are quite a few cruises

planned for this field season, on ships ranging from the stately

ocean-going Hudson to the shore-hugging Creed and Opilio.

First to leave was Calvin Campbell, for a multibeam

bathymetry and magnetics survey of the lower St. Lawrence

Estuary in Quebec aboard the  Creed. Multibeam surveying is

also the focus of John Shaw's work in P lacentia Bay,

Newfoundland, in mid-July aboard the Matthew, followed by

more multibeam surveying in July and August on the Creed. In

late October, John will return to the area aboard the Matthew

for some follow-up geophysical surveying.

In early July, Russ Parrott will be collecting

multibeam, sidescan sonar, sub-bottom profiling, seabed

photos, and bottom sampling aboard the Opilio and the launch

Plover offshore of the Cheticamp area, western Cape Breton.

This work is being done in partnership with Environment

Canada in support of offshore disposal site monitoring.

The biggest ship in the research fleet, the Hudson,

will be dividing her time between the Scotian margin and more

northerly waters. First, Ned King and David Piper will

investigate bedform mobility of the Northeast Channel and

adjacent slope to assess stability for potential activities such as

pipeline development. In July, the Hudson heads north for

sampling and geophysical surveying work to assess geohazards

in Orphan Basin and  on the Labrador Slope for David M osher. 

Heat flow stud ies in Davis Stra it at the end of August for Ruth

Jackson will provide constraints for energy assessment studies

under the Northern Energy Program. 

Gary Sonnichsen will join his colleagues in the north

in late August to collect multibeam and shallow seismic data to

assess geohazards and iceberg scour on the Labrador Shelf and

Makkovik Bank, using first the Matthew and then late the

Hudson and the Amundsen.

Sonya Dehler and Patrick Potter

Sdehler@nrcan.gc.ca and PAPotter@nrcan.gc.ca

__________________________________________________

UPCOMING EVENTS

DEVELOPING INTERNATIONAL
GEOARCHEOLOGY 2005 CONFERENCE

On behalf of the Developing International Geoarchaeology

2005 Organizing Committee, I cordially invite you to the DIG 

2005 meeting in Saint John, New Brunswick from October

21-23, 2005 (www.dig2005.com).  DIG 2005 is aimed at

promoting and encouraging the application of the geological

sciences to archaeological problems. Our goal is to bring

together a wide variety of international researchers,

practitioners and students in this interdisciplinary field. Oral

and poster presentations (in English or French) will be

mailto:Sdehler@nrcan.gc.ca
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accepted on any aspect of geoarchaeology and will be grouped

into themed sessions.

We have planned some special events throughout the

conference beginning Friday evening with an opening

recep tion hosted by the New Brunswick Museum. Sunday,

registrants have a  choice of attending one of two roundtable

discussions or attending an all day field trip consisting of a bus

trip from Saint John to Saint Andrews and back with a number

of people giving short talks along the way. There will be time

in Saint Andrews for people to explore the shops and sights.

Pam Dickinson

Dickinson@dig2005.com

**********

EDGEO WORKSHOPS FOR TEACHERS

A New B runswick EdGeo W orkshop is planned at the

University of New Brunswick in Fredericton this July 18–20.

The workshop is being coordinated by David Lentz and Toon

Pronk, and  is supported by many AGS volunteers and NB

teachers. Financial support for educational materials to be

given to teachers has come from APEGNB, AGS, Canadian

Geoscience Council, UNB, and the EdG eo organization.

The Nova Scotia EdGEO Committee will host its 12th

annual education workshop this year at the Fundy Geological

Museum, August 15–17, which is an ideal venue for a

geological workshop. A one-day field trip to Joggins will be

led by Deborah Skilliter of the NS Museum of Natural History.

Registration forms may be obtained from Jennifer Bates or

from any of the AGS members on the EdGEO

Committee—Jennifer Bates, Sonya Dehler, Howard Donohoe,

Rob Fensome, Henrietta Mann, John Shimeld, Deborah

Skilliter, and Graham Williams. 

If you know educators who might be interested  in

either EdGeo workshop, p lease encourage them to  act quickly

as registration is usually full by the end of June.

Dave Lentz and Jennifer Bates

Dlentz@unb.ca and Jbates@nrcan.gc.ca

**********

WEAVING TOGETHER THE MANY
THREADS OF SCIENCE EDUCATION

During July 7–9, the Atlantic Canada Association of Science

Educators/Association des enseingnantes et des enseingnants

de sciences de l'Atlantique  (ACASE/AEESA) will ho ld its

second annual conference at St. Francis Xavier University in

Antigonish (www.acase.ca). This year the conference is

entitled “Weaving together the many threads of science

education.”

The purpose of ACASE/AEESA is to work for the

improvement of science education in Atlantic Canada. It is an

organization of science educators interested in collaborating to

improve science education at all levels in Atlantic Canada,

primarily through professional development. Each member

participates in the activities of the overall organization, in at

least one of ACASE/AEESA's professional sections

(elementary, middle level, high school, post secondary,

informal and teacher education), and in one of

ACASE/AEESA's provincial chapters.

********** 

CALENDAR

June 19–25 North American Paleontology Convention,

Dalhousie  University (DB.Sc.ott@dal.ca)

July 7–9 ACASE/AEESA second annual conference,

“Weaving together the many threads of

science education,” Antigonish

(www.acase.ca)

July 18–20 New Brunswick EdGEO W orkshop for

teachers, Fredericton (DLentz@unb.ca)

August 15–17 Nova Scotia EdGEO Workshop  for teachers,

Parrsboro (JBates@nrcan.gc.ca)

October Atlantic Universities Geological Conference,

Memorial University, St. John’s

October 14–23 National Science & Technology week

(www.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/nstw-

snst/intro_e.html)

February 32nd Atlantic G eoscience Society

Colloquium, Old Orchard Inn, Wolfville

mailto:Jbates@nrcan.gc.ca
mailto:Dlentz@unb.ca
mailto:Jbates@nrcan.gc.ca
mailto:DBScott@dal.ca
mailto:jbates@nrcan.gc.ca
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